celebrate our 

window smashing, plcasam picnicking, office occupying, 
hoody wearing, GM crop trashing, squat cracking, sun lit 
lovin', madiinc burning, travelling - total fucking anar- 

to mourn 

decade thousands been wiped out of existence. 

Vast forests - charred stumps. Coral reefs bleached dead by 
warmed seas, Millions starved within the prison of civili- 
zation. Wild peopl icarcd, enslaved and pauperized. 

strategise iow i 

ipocalypsc. Lool )ur strengths and weak- 

resist rhe i 

is growing. It's a challenge like no other, 

)ivc we can transcend 




Down With 
The Empire ! 







What follows is a strategy piece on social revolution and ecological 
defense, which we have reprinted from the pages ol the UK an- 
archist journal Do or Die to distribute in the US. If you find this 
article to be of value, it is highly recommended that you find a lull 
copy of issue (book) number ten, before they are sold out. See hack 
inside cover for more information. 



Part One, entitled "Recent Pre-1 Iistory" , while worth a read, we 
chose not to reprint due to it's specific European focus. It can be 
found in Do Or Die journal '#10 or online at: 
http://www.eco-action.org/dod/noH)/empire-historv.htm 

Please reproduce and distribute. We've sent out at least 1,500 copies 
and counting. 

If it seems appropriate to your local situation, you may consider hav- 
ing a discussion group using this zine as a starting point. 
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Social Centres 

Stable bases lor radical politics or a compromise too far' 
South Pacific Solidarity 

Direct action in support of indigenous ecological and libertarian 
struggles in the Pacific 
Plunder on the Barbary Coast 

The occupation of Western Sahara and the resistance to it 
Carry on Camping! 

Up trees, down tunnels and in the lace of developers with action camp based resistance 
Return to Paradise 

What would really happen it London went back to nature' How would it look in years to come 
Size Isn't Everything! 

Living with the wild and anarchic hunter/gatherer pygmies of the Congo basin rainforest 
Peat Alert! 

Digger -diving and machine sabbing with the campaign to defend Britain's peat bogs 
Occupational Hazards 

An interview about the reality of solidarity work in Palestine 
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Part Two: 
The Four Tasks 



In Part One we looked at some of 
radical ecology's recent history; now 
it's time to stop looking back and start 
looking forward. I called Part One 
'Recent Pre-Hi story' because the past 
is prologue. An understanding of our 
own movement's evolution so far is 
essential when discussing in which 
direction(s) we want to evolve. 

For if we are going to help catalyse a movement 
that can "confront, stop and eventually reverse the 
forces responsible for the destruction of the earth 
and Its Inhabitants," we are going to need good 
strategy. 

We live in important times. This moment does 
not allow us much margin of error. 

This Is an attempt to solidify my ideas on our 
strategy and put them across in a digestible form. 
Though l am doing the typing and the mental filing, 
the ideas are by no means mine alone. Some are 
very common in our circles, in the last few years 
having reached the point of cross-group 
consensus. I will state them nonetheless as it's 
useful for those who've recently entered our arcane 
world, who may not know the subtext. They are 
also worth clarifying for those of us whose minds, 
filled with the subtext, become murkier every day. 
Many of the ideas are not in any way cross-group 
consensus. They are offered up and can be treated 
as delicacies or dogtood depending on your taste. 

This is a strategy document written to promote 
discussion in Britain's radical ecological direct 
action movement. Much of it may be useful for 
people from other circles and countries. BUT it is 
NOT an attempt to build some overriding strategy 
for the emerging global resistance' or any similar 
abstraction. While it may be useful for readers in 
the global North, I reckon it's largely out of context 
in the Majority World. Even within Western Europe, 









culture, terrains of struggle and movements vary a 
lot. It's worth reiterating the obvious. Strategy 
should be informed by the global context but 
primarily shaped by the local conditions. 

A Small Editorial Note 

"Part Two: The Four Tasks' was pre-published 
for the EF! Winter Moot In 2002 where 150 
copies were given out free. I did this for two 
reasons. Firstly I wanted to get feedback with 
an aim to improvement, and secondly I feared 
that DoD No. 10 would not come out for 
months... or years. DoD No. 10 came out 17 
months later and I got quite a lot of wise 
responses. Many of those thoughts from good 
warriors and friends have been incorporated In 
the re-written text phnted here. In large part 
this project, despite its meglomaniacal 
undertones, was always a collective effort — a 
bringing together of many of the strands that 
bind us together as movements. The many 
helpful suggestions, criticisms and funny chats 
that resulted have made It all the more so. 

As a strategy document It is 'of its time' 
more that most writings, maybe. As you are 
reading this well over a year after it was written, 
action has moved on. One glaring example is 
the peat campaign, mentioned as an embryonic 
campaign, when In fact it has now succeeded in 
most of its original objectives. Some 
recommendations in this "Part Two' have been 
taken up. others ignored. While some increased 
activity in some areas may seem — in 
hindsight — a result of this text, it would mostly 
be more true to see the four tasks as mirroring 
existing trends, not necessarily inspiring them. 
In some places I have updated the text to take 
consideration of this time lag. mostly though I 
have just left the text unchanged with the 
occasional [editorial intermission]. 
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Growing Counter-Cultures 









We need to catalyse living, loving, fighting counter-cultures that can sustain 
rebellion across generations. In both collective struggle and our everyday lives we 
must try to live our ecological and libertarian principles. Our counter-cultures must be 

glimmers of ecological anarchy— fertiliser for the growth of collective Imagination. 

Fulfilling this task Is what will enable the others to be fulfilled over the long haul. The 

counter-cultures must be bases from which to carry out 'thumb in the dam' actions 

and give support to rebellions beyond the core. In times of crisis they should act 

decisively against authoritarian groups. The counter-culture's eventual aim should be 

total social transcendence — (r)evolutlon. 



"(An anarchist society] can hardly coma about when Isolated groups follow a 

policy of resistance for the sake of resistance. Unless we can first prove that 

anarchism works through creating libertarian communities, the critical level of 

support that we need will never materialise, for the mass of workers will otherwise 

continue to be influenced by authoritarian propaganda..." 

•|One| reason for developing a libertarian social and work structure Is that It Is a 

bulwark against authoritarian groups when the upheaval comes. If we have not yet 

learnt the lessons of the Russian and Spanish revolutions when the communists 
savagely attacked the freedom of anarchism, then we do not deserve to survive as 

a movement. We start at a severe disadvantage vis-a-vis our authoritarian 
comrades', and they will easily destroy us again unless the shoots of llbertarlanlsm 
are already pushing through the crumbling remains of the old society." 
—Stuart Christie. Towards A Citizens Militia. 
















This is true for our aim. objectives and form. In 
a sense it is the 'depth' of our victory which is at 
stake: as victory, given our aim, is not in question. 
For we know one thing; civilisation is temporary, an 
aberration. The class war is vicious — but there can 
be only one winner, the wild. We aim to shorten 
civilisations rule, to hamstring its tyranny, to lessen 
its damage. How far we succeed will in large part 
depend on which objectives we set and which 
forms we grow. 

Of course our networks have not come out of 
nowhere, but have evolved within struggle. Many of 
what others see as our 
weaknesses, are our 
greatest strengths — with us 
thanks to a rejection of 
past mistakes. Our tactics 
are pretty direct, our 
immediate objectives 
usually achievable, our 
forms relatively 
autonomous. 

As the corporations and 
states grow ever more 
powerful they know they 
can win any 'symmetrical 
conflict'. What the 
strategists of authority view 
with horror is the potential 
network power' of 
increasingly direct, 
decentralised, oppositional 
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movements. Their nightmare, our dream; but to 
reach our potential we must go far beyond 
ourselves. 

Our strength is in our ability to take action and 
by doing so inspire others to take action. Not mass 
growth but cellular growth. 

Rooting ourselves in the soil and the future, with 
keen strategy and an ever more tangible — but less 
visible — combative edge, we can get far stronger. 

Our tribes, our counter-cultures will grow. We'll 
prepare for the fight. No prostituting ourselves to 
the media, we'll grow in the shadows, but strike 
when needed. New technologies will attempt to 
track us. we'll have to evolve to throw them off the 
scent. Some of the old techniques will have to be 
abandoned, others picked up. No faces. No 
names. No Compromise. 

For over a decade many on this island have 
fought for the earth. Yet if we are going to truly 
defect we will have to struggle harder, think quicker 
and live wilder. The long trek back to the earth and 
each other is only beginning. In writing this I merely 
hope to aid our navigation. Part One showed where 
we came from. Part Two pointed a few routes to 
the future. The four tasks are huge; yet with 
sensible objective-led thinking, luck and hard will, 
they are perfectly realisable. 

Imagine the machines, the pylons, the factories, 
the labs, the tanks— broken by you. 

Imagine the wind, the sun, the beautiful 
moments — lived by you. 

Down with the Empire! 
Up with the Spring! 

• 






"Whatever you can do, or dream you can — begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it. 
Begin it now. " 

— Goethe 



Map Reading in the Social Desert 



Things are going to shit. They have 
been for a long while (10,000 years) 
but now it's getting really serious. 
Social solidarity is imploding and 
ecological systems are being ravaged 
as never before. What is needed is an 
entire change of direction for global 
human society. We need to find each 
other and together find our way back to 
nature. 

We must totally dismantle the technological web 
of slavery and dependence that we have been born 
into. For the earth's remaining forests to stay up. 
the world's factories have to come down. To do 
this we will have to take on the most murderous 
ruling classes ever to disgrace the earth. 

Of course, within the realm of contemporary 
politics, these solutions are not only unrealistic, 
but also unintelligible. That hardly matters. The 
biological meltdown is fast making the logic of 
industrial society irrelevant. 

Reformist manoeuvres in this context resemble 
rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic. Global 
ecological and libertarian revolution, though 
incredibly unlikely, is a far more realistic strategy 
for defeating apocalypse and global slavery than 
recycling or voting for the Socialist Alliance. 

A consensus in plenary at the 1997 EF! 
Gathering was that the movement' saw itself as 
an ecological revolutionary network. 1 This is a 
considerable change from the past radical 
ecological view that sees no hope for positive 
social change this side of industrial collapse. 

Expand the Cultural Oases 

"If we are to actually change things 
then there are some things we have to 
do: We have to build our own economic, 
justice and social systems. We have to 
do this all the while maintaining an 
equal emphasis towards destroying the 
existing culture and its fucked up 
systems" — Making Punk A Threat 
Again* 

(R)evolution is about practical change in 
everyday life, class consciousness, solidarity, love 
and imagination. 

(Revolution is the evolutionary process of the 
creation of new worlds. 




So, if we set ourselves the task of advancing 
(r)evolution here in the core, how are we going to 
go about it? We are talking vast change here. 
Lefties just want to change the rules of the game 
leaving hierarchy, ideology and industry intact. We 
want to stop the game and start living. While they 
want to build workers power (power for lefty ex- 
students mostly) we want to destroy power and 
abolish work. This is a massive (though not a 
mass 2 ) undertaking. 

The mythical Revolution is not something that 
will just happen suddenly one day after we've 
polished some ideology long enough. (R)evolution 
is a process of individuals and collectives 
reclaiming what has been taken from us. 
rediscovering our power and creativity together. 
Sometimes gradually, sometimes in huge leaps 
during times of greater struggle. 



Ecological direct action could be just an exciting 
holiday of autonomy between leaving school and 
entering the world of work and parenting. If that's 
all it ends up being, then it has still given me and 
thousands of others some of the most beautiful, 
exhilarating and just plain weird moments in our 
lives. 

However if we really want to kick this system in 
and grow a new world we have got to build a 
multigenerational culture that can sustain us for 
the long haul. 

In growing ecological libertarian countercultures 
it is worth looking at past experiences of anarchist 
(r)evolution. Probably the best example in the West 
remains that of the historical Spanish anarchist 
movement. 
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The Spanish Anarchist Counter-Society 

Us anarchists have a tendency to fetishise 
Spain 1936. In the non-insurrectionary times that 
we live, looking back to a golden age of 
anarchism' can seriously get in the way of 
analysing and struggling in the here and now. We 
are a long way off from the cataclysm and clashes 
of the Spanish civil war. However there is a lot to 
learn from the Spanish experience — less in the 
trenches of Aragon and more in the movement that 
pave them birth. 

A simplistic view sees the Spanish revolution as 
starting in 1936 and ending with Franco's victory. 
In fact the (revolution had started decades before. 
Francos attempted coup d'etat and the ensuing 
civil war was the rich's (eventually successful) 
attempt to stall the growth of a culture that was 
reaching transcendent levels in many parts of 
Spain. Increasingly class conscious and 
combatative workers organising in (largely) 
anarchist unions were immersed in a 
multigenerational culture which not only opposed, 
but replaced, much of Spain's state/church backed 
infrastructure; they were maturing into a movement 
that given a few more years, would have been 
almost impossible to destroy. In learning about the 
movement that Franco had to unleash a sea of 
blood to wash away we can see in part what needs 
to be done in our own times. 

In his brilliant book about the pre-civil war 
anarchist movement Murray Bookchin has this to 
say: 

"The Spanish anarchists left behind them a 
tangible reality that has considerable relevance for 
social radicalism today. Their movements 'heroic 
years' 1868-1936 were marked by a fascinating 
process of experimentation... [They] had evolved 
an astonishingly well organised subculture within 
Spanish society that fostered enormous freedom of 
action..." 4 

"What these Spanish anarchists aimed for, in 
effect, was a counter-society' to the old one. It is 
easy to mistake this for an alternate society - , one 
that would co-exist with capitalism as an enclave of 
purity and freedom, however, nothing could be 
further from the truth. The Spanish anarchists 
expressly rejected the concept of an alternate 
society' with its hope of peaceful reconstruction 
and its privileged position in a world of general 
misery... Since social or personal freedom could 
not be acquired within the established order, they 
viewed a countersociety' as terrain in which to 
remake themselves into revolutionaries and 
remove their interests from any stake in bourgeois 
society... The bureaucracy, state, and church were 
the anarchists mortal enemies; any voluntary 
dealings with these institutions were to be avoided. 
Children were sent to libertarian or union schools. 
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"Wherever the (anarchist movement) had a 
substantial following it established Centro Obreros. 
which functioned not merely as union headquarters 
but as cultural centres. Depending upon its 
resources, the Centro Obrero might provide 
literature, books, classes, and meeting halls for 
discussion on a wide variety of subjects. This 
institution exercised a profound influence on the 
personal life of the worker who belonged to 
anarchist influenced unions... Ricardo Mella recalls 
Seville "with its enormous Centro Obrero. capable 
of holding thousands of people."" 5 

"Far more important than the episodic 
revolutionary uprisings, individual atentados 
[assassination of bosses or bosses men], or the 
daring escapes of small circles of comrades was 
the ability of the Spanish anarchists to patiently 
knit together highly independent groups (united by 
social conviviality' as well as by social views) Into 
sizeable, coherent organisations, to coordinate 
them into effective social forces when crises 
emerged, and to develop an informed mode of 
spontaneity that fuelled the most valuable traits of 
group discipline with personal initiative." 

"Out of this process emerged an organic 
community and a sense of mutual aid unequalled 
by any workers movement of that era." 6 

We are in a very different situation today and 
we are quite different people. The Spanish counter- 
culture was an expression of a transitional class 
captivated by an ideal that reflected its rural 
communal past and its harrowing social present. 7 
Yet we should take inspiration and practical 
guidance from their example. 

In Britain a similar— but significantly different- 
working-class culture of mutual aid grew in 
nineteenth-century industrial communities. This 
culture sought to resist the intrusions of an 
industrial system into every aspect of people's 
lives and was the domestic flipside of defensive 
workplace struggles. 

People endeavoured to mitigate for each other 
visitations of sickness, the death of children, the 
perishing of women in childbirth and a continuing 
inadequacy of basic resources. Much of this was 
the work of women, and was possible thorough 
networks of kinship and neighbourhood, as well as 
the associations in the workplace, through trade 
unions, cooperative societies, burial clubs and 
friendly societies. 

Many radicals saw in this lived working class 
solidarity culture an embryo of a non-capitalist 
society, but thanks to industry and ideology it 
never embraced libertarian insurrectionry fervour 
like its Spanish relative; in fact, the opposite. 
Despite— or perhaps because of— the monumental 
mistakes made, we can learn a lot from the still 
warm corpse of the British labour movement. 



Conclusion: 
Fires in the Night 



/ hope the conclusion to this pre-history and future strategy will not be written In 
words — but in action. 

I went to a funeral. An ending, but it felt like a beginning. Old Mick was a 
veteran squatter, rebel and thief. His most successful heist was the reclaiming of 
his life from those bosses and jailers who think they own us. For decades he lived 
in the gaps. No one made him into a wageslave. No dropout, he fought. He was no 
saint, but if ever there was a temporary autonomous zone, Mick was It. 



His funeral was one of the best actions' I have 
ever been on. Mick wanted to burn in Lyminge 
Forest, a large part of which was saved from 
destruction by direct action. Funeral pyres are 
illegal, death rights have to be sanctioned by the 
state. Mick wasn't going to take that, neither were 
his mates. 

Thanks to a snitch the cops had got wind of the 
plan and a decoy was arranged to throw them off 
the scent. Meet up points were organised, phones 
rung. From all over the country vehicles arrived at 
the secret destination, appropriately marked 
"Covert Woods' on the OS map. Over a hundred 
were gathered. Ten foot the pyre of stolen - wood 
rose. Mick's coffin astride. Night came. Fireworks 
shot into the sky. Crackling fire, we saw Mick's 
bones burn, back to the earth. For hours he 
burned. Some were lairy, some were silent. All of 
us knew that despite the petty daily bother, we 
were tribe and on the pyre was one of our elders. 

Away from the roads, fearful In the dark- 
authority crept. The cops knew they had no power 
here. In the woods, a short confrontation. We were 
many, they were few. Behind our line — a fire. They 



listed their petty rules. Illegal gathering. Illegal land 
occupation. Not to mention illegal funeral. But they 
could do nothing. Just then a track on the sound 
system announced with base certainty: 

"The day belongs to The Man. but we shall 
control the night." 

Be the Spark 

When we step out of legality, when we are 
masked by the night, when we become the earth, 
we are unconquerable. 

These moments of collective power, of 
togetherness and tribe, are not limited to those 
times we mass together. In the dark in different 
places, different times, our sparks join together as 
one fire. Many of us will never meet each other; all 
the better, we'll still be one— hut those who want 
to extinguish our flames will find it all the more 
difficult. 

Sun Tzu counselled that even under attack an 
enemy will only fall through its own mistakes and 
weakness. The key to victory is not so much to 
defeat one's enemy, instead it is to make oneself 
undefeatable. 
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rnese are aimed primarily at the domestic group's own 
constituency and may be more ot use to them than to the 
foreign group whose member they are hosting. This can waste 
time the guest could more constructively spend on studying and 
organising in their own communities interest However the above 
mentioned activities can be very useful IF they build solidarity 
actions here and other forms of direct aid If not. the 
relationship can descend to one ot the foreign guest giving a bit 
of Third World political entertainment to the Western radicals 
In tact the Indonesian state has used classic divide and rule 
strategy by using ethnically Papuan Indonesian soldiers to 
suppress revolt in East Timor and ethnically Timorese 
Indonesian soldiers to suppress revolt in West Papua. 
A lot can be learned from this action See the article Sabbing 
Shell' in Do or Die. No.8. p. 125 
the struggle ot the Vietnamese against America was 
unbelievably heroic, from which many lessons can be learned, 
but it should be underlined that Ho Chi Mirth's regime was an 
authoritarian state that mercilessly crushed all opposition. Our 
enemy's enemy is not our friendl 

See Pacifism as Pathology by Ward Churchill, ISBN 18 940370 
73. p. 79. A brilliant "intervention into the delusion, aroma of 
racism, and sense of privilege which mark the covert self- 
defeatism of mainstream dissident politics ' Speaking as an ex- 
pacifist. I'd highly recommend it! 

A Strategy to Win' by Bill Ayers m New Lett Notes. 12.9 1969. 
The whole concept of armed struggle' is rather nebulous in a 
similar way to its duaiistic opposite nonviolence'. The 
fetisnismg of guns — oasically just tools— is often carried out 
with equal abandon by tnose who advocate their use and those 
who vehemently oppose them. What is armed struggle"' Is the 
destruction of a digger by explosives (as was the case in one 
action by the Welsh Mebion Glydowr) an act of armed struggle? 



If hand tools were used to the same eftect tas say at 
Manchester Airport! is that not armed? Is tossing a 
moilie/petrol bomb at a cop in Genoa not armed struggle 7 Was 
the machine gunning of the Spanish Embassy by the Angry 
Brigade (in which no one was injured) armed struggle'' If so. was 
the smashing up of the Nigerian Embassy with hammers not 
armed struggle? If the definition of armed struggle lies entirely 
on whether guns are used, the concept is of little use to us. We 
should not let tools define our activity, but our activity define 
which tools to use. 

10) It is not just in the realm of actions, bombings and the like that 
Immigrant communities become an enemy within'. Over the last 
few years immigrants have been at the forefront of workplace 
struggle The combination in some immigrant communities of 
radicalism and low wages has resulted in prolonged strikes such 
as at HHlingdon Hospital and I) Foods Inner city riots by young 
Blacks and Asians are another example. However it is not within 
the scope of this task section to discuss rebellions within the 
core (Task I) whoever they are carried out by. 

11) 'Easton Cowboys Go West' in Do or Die No 8. p.248 

121 In the crackdown that followed the bombings of a Zionist office 
and the Israeli embassy many Palestinian activists were raided. 
Samar Alami and Jawd Botmeh were convicted of the attacks 
and given 20 years after which they face deportation to Israel 
They maintain they have been framed. See 'The Israeli Embassy 
Bombing and the Secret State' in Do or Die No. 8. p 224 
13) 'The New Luddite War' in Do or Die. No. 8. p.95 
141 Being Busy' by Anonymous (SDEFI). in On Fire: The Battle of 
Genoa and the Anthcaoitalist Movement, p 41 

15) The Spanish Anarchists: The Heroic Years by Murray Bookchin, 
p. 281 

16) This Side of Glory by David Hilliard. ISBN 0316364215. p.27 



It's Time to Defect! 




At the beginning of the 2lst century we all have 
to choose sides. Do we remain on the side of 
industrial civilisation or do we stand with 
struggling peoples In defence of our earth? Across 
the world the fight is on, fires are flickering, 
arrows flying. Look around you, see the targets. 
Pull up your mask, it's time to defect. 
Above: Tahitian rioter besieges the international 
airport against French nuclear testing in the Pacific. 
Top Right: The 500 years of Mayan resistance lives 
on in the Mexican Zapatistas. 
Bottom Right: Papuan stone age spears pierce the 
madness at the heart of modernity. 
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Love's Labours Lost 

In Britain — birth place of industry — the 
transitional class came much earlier than 
elsewhere. Defeated in a bitter class struggle 
Britain's poor had internalised industrial logic 
and embraced social democratic ideas even in 
the midst of continuing struggle. The working 
class (under significant influence from marxist 
socialists) created the hopelessly reformist 
Labour movement which in turn institutionalised 
the culture of working class mutual aid in the 
welfare state. 

Thus whereas Spanish working class 
solidarity grew anarchist (r)evolution and the 
CNT, British working class solidarity produced 
the welfare state and the Labour Party. The 
post war triumph' of the labour movement and 
the founding of the welfare state was the near 
total subsumption of the working class by the 
state, not the other way round as lefties choose 
to believe. 

The welfare state produced a security for 
capitalism which enabled it to set out on a 
period of expansion such as had not been seen 
since the exuberance of the early nineteenth 
century. An expansion which is bringing life to 
the brink. 

The inter-generational culture of trie British 
labour movement has now been destroyed over 
the last 20 years or so by Thatcherism/ 
Neoliberalism. With the decimation of heavy 
industry and the restructuring of the economy 
most of the old strongholds of the British 
workers movement no longer exist — e.g. mining, 
shipbuilding, the docks and the nationalised 
industries. 

Its continuation into the relatively recent past 
underlines what many libertarians have pointed 
out. Under the veneer of illusory command it is 
voluntary co-operation, mutual aid. nurturing, 
human solidarity and love that keeps society from 
imploding. Here though we are concerned with 
something grander than mere survival— living free. 

30 Years of Temporary Counter-Cultures 

Beyond the 'First World' significant counter 
cultures are arising. Yet here in the capitalist core 
since the proletarian glory days' there have been 
no (r)evolutionary counter cultures on the kind of 
seismic scale that evolved in Spain. This is no 
surprise given that the 'class in transition' that 
defended the barricades of Paris, Barcelona and 
Kronstadt is largely no longer found in the core. 

Since the '60s upheaval Britain has seen quite 
number of anarchist/ecological counter-cultures 
form then dissipate through inertia, state 
repression, or simply assimilation. These 



autonomous cultures — squatting, feminism, 
travelling, punk, back to the land, ecological direct 
action camps, animal liberation, anarchism etc. — 
have all predominantly been youth movements 
operating in the heady (and vanishing) space of 
dole autonomy. 

They have remained temporary because they 
have largely been generational: failing to either 
accommodate the changing needs of their ageing 
members or having any ability to involve younger 
generations. The one major exception has been 
travelling which has evolved into a 
multigenerational culture — there are now three 
generations of 'new travellers' on the road 
together. Unfortunately travellers have suffered 
more state repression then anyone — resulting in a 
mass exodus from Britain of tens of thousands. 

The temporary nature of these counter- 
cultures — though not invalidating them— does 
significantly limit their scope from a (r)evolutionaiy 
perspective. The struggle then is to first join the 
dots, link up these generations of libertarians by 
creating multigenerational counter-cultures. 

To a certain extent we have been going down 
this road for a few years. The inspiring actions of 
the '90s have brought many different age ranges 
together. Yet our radical ecological circles still 
remain very much Clubl8-30'. [I first wrote the 
previous sentence around four years ago and it 
may be truer now to say Club 21-33! Rather 
worrying considering the next paragraph... ho 
hum.] 

The next few years will show whether our 
movement will share the fate of the Trots (who. bar 
students, are mostly in their late 40s having been 
in their 20s in the '60/'70s upsurge)— an isolated 
political generation moving through time shrinking 
with every year. 

The creation of multi-generational counter- 
cultures is essential simply from the perspective of 
our network survival. 

Opening Up Space 

More than anything else we need to open up 
space for (r)evolution to grow. Keeping ourselves 
undigested within the bowels of the system is 
going to be difficult. Later in Task II I will talk about 
biological meltdown and some of the steps we 
must take to combat it. Yet just as civilisation is 
destroying nature all over the globe so too it is 
haemorrhaging our internal nature. ("The best kept 
state secret is the misery of everyday life." — Raoul 
Vaneigem ) This ever speeding emotional meltdown 
is resulting in an epidemic of depression, self-harm 
and violence. Without hope the oppressed will 
always turn their violence on themselves and each 
other. Ever more people in the core are turning to 
damaging pseudo-escapism; alcoholism, drug 
addiction and even religion are all on the rise. 
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These panaceas only 
further poison society. 
Those without hope but also 
without the ability to fool 
themselves turn in larger 
numbers to an escapism 
that is in no way pseudo — 
suicide. 

"Suicide is now the 
single biggest killer of men 
under 35... The rate — three 
times that of women of the 
same age — has nearly 
doubled since 1971. 
Working class men are at 
particular risk, with suicide 
rates four times those of 
men in professional 
occupations... The 
Samaritans believe the 
figures could be much 
worse as examination of 
road-traffic accidents 
involving just one driver 

suggests that some of them may well have been 
deliberate. -8 Although women — especially the 
young — lag behind men as successful' suicides, 
they are way ahead when it comes to attempts. 

Speaking personally I have already lost too 
many friends and comrades to death, depression 
and drugs. Many of these were great warriors and 
brave, good people who shone during the '90s land 
struggles. But after these struggles and the culture 
it spawned ended, their shield from the world was 
gone. Soon after, so were many of them— if not in 
body then in spirit. I believe that for quite a few the 
temporary counter-culture of land struggle put off 
for years their NOT inevitable descent. It is from 
this that I take the belief that the growth of 
counter-cultures can go some way to re-instilling— 
and sustaining— hope and authentic human 
behaviour. Yet if we are to make these cultures (at 
least Semi) Permanent Autonomous Zones then 
we need radical spaces and communities that will 
hold. To a large extent we have already started 
building (well, buying or breaking into mostly) the 
structures we need: 

Communes: Housing co-ops, traveller sites, big 
shared houses, farms, squats, direct action camps 
and land projects. 

Social Centre*: Squats, members clubs, 
resource centres. 

Our strength is in our ability to take action 
ourselves and by doing so inspire others to take 
action. To a large extent both the Land Struggle 
Period and the Global Resitance Period were 
catalysed initially by a very small number of 
people. Our networks strategy has been one of 
empowering others to replicate our activity rather 
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South Downs Mass Trespass: Radical ramblers on a subversive stroll 
across stolen land. Illegal picnics liberate space for those otherwise 
stuck in the city. Kids play as plans are plotted over packed lunches. 



than expand ourselves as such. It is both a duty 
and a pleasure to live our ecological and libertarian 
principles and if we do so as coherently and 
consistently as possible I believe it is quite 
infectious. Most of us. after all. got hooked on the 
laughs and commitment of others. 

While counter-cultures should act as partial 
sanctuaries we should never forget the importance 
of defence through attack. In the words of the SPK 
(the '70s armed German psychological self-help 
group'): "Civilisation: This sick society has made 
us sick. Let us strike a death blow at this sick 
society." 

Changing Change 

Too often radicals decry others' inability to face 
up to the desperate need for change. A few years 
back Jeremy Seabrook interviewed many radicals in 
an attempt to find the root of their failure to 
change society: 

"We were becoming uneasy about the recurring 
theme that people must change'. We began to 
wonder if the reason why the parties advocating 
radical change were so unsuccessful was because 
they were striking against the resistance of people 
who had changed, who had been compelled to 
change, too much. The experience of 
industrialisation had been driven and relentless 
change, and continues to be so. Even countries 
which pride themselves on having reached an 
advanced stage of development, of being post- 
industrial, of being developed', constantly require 
accelerating change from their privileged 
populations. So why should we expect that 
exhortations to change will be welcomed by those 




the image that many people across the world have 
of life in the West. It is very valuable for them to 
see images of things they are familiar with — poor 
people fighting the police — taking place in the 'rich' 
West, leading them to see that the image they 
have been fed of the Western lifestyle is not all it's 
cracked up to be and that maybe there are people 
like them in the West fighting for the same things 
they are fighting for. The riots in Genoa will send a 



message of hope to 
people all over the world 
that right inside the belly 
of the beast there are 
thousands of people who 
are against the system 
and are prepared to risk 
their own life and liberty 
to fight it.'" 
For a moment Genoa's 
burning barricades 
effectively 

monkeywrenched the 
global image factory that 
aims to haemorrhage the 
self worth of peoples in 
the Majority World, to 
make more malleable 
fodder for the global 
economy. 

The environment created 
by the street' at global 
conferences has also 
helped open up cracks in empire. The collapse of 
the Seattle era WTO negotiations a good example. 
Another is the increased bargaining power the 
protest has given Majority World elites. They, like 
all of their global class are scum, but any action 
that opens up divisions in the global ruling class 
while bridging gaps between the global multitude is 
great. 



Task Conclusion: There is No Rosv Picture 



While I tend towards believing 
libertarian social (r) evolution is 
extremely unlikely within the core, I 
don't have a particularly rosy picture for 
the Majority World either. 

The combined factors of social dislocation, the 
spread of adolescent culture, the increasing 
depredation of the poor — especially of women, 
growing religious fundamentalism, bad health, 
agricultural crises, climate crises, the quickening 
internalisation of all into the global economy, the 
continuing survival of authoritarian ideologies — 
Marxism and nationalism in particular and most of 
all the unparalleled disparity in any capacity for 
force between the Core and its colonial multitudes; 
all these factors lead to a pretty horrific future for 
the majority of the worlds population. 

Presently the oppressed throughout the world 
are hamstrung, how long this will remain one 
cannot say. However there is no point in being 
absolutist. Just because the arrival of global 
freedom has been (maybe terminally) delayed does 



not mean that action is without purpose. By 
supporting ecological and libertarian rebellions and 
anti-enclosure struggles we aid the opening up of 
local freedoms and slow the devastation of the 
earth.-* 

Notes 

II The track Assassin by ADF concerns the payback' one Indian 
revolutionary gave Sir Michael ODwyer, ex-governor ol the 
Puniab. O'Dwyer had presided over the massacre or unarmed 
peasants and workers in Amintsar in 1919. Nearly twenty years 
later Udham Singh shot him dead m London at a meeting of the 
East India Association. Singh was an electrician, trade unionist 
and in 1938 in Coventry the initiator of the first Indian Workers 
Association The action both harrowed the English elite and 
lifted the spirit of many of his people. He was hung m 
Pentonville prison. The Indian Workers Association remains 
active today. For a good Intro to Black resistance in Britain see A 
Different Hunger by A. Sivanandan. ISBN 0861043715 

2) The Zapatistas A Rough Guide. (Chiapas Link) ISBN 
0904367992 

31 Too often activists from other countries are pushed into 

reformist— and futile— trajectories by their liberal Western hosts 
Indigenous groups especially are told to engage with the UN etc 
While this idiocy is unlikely in our circles, other problems arise 
Sometimes radical groups own normal ways of behaviour can 
lead them to push their guests into an endless round of 
solidarity talks, meetings, pamphlet and newsletter writing Often 
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an inspiring show of genuine class solidarity. (As 
ridiculous as. say. refusing to take part in the 
Newbury Bypass protest because FoE is involved, 
with its pro-industrial stance.) However such 
unavoidable contradictions arise largely within the 
realm of advancing (r)evolution at home (Task I). 
Here we are concerned with supporting rebellion 
beyond the core (Task IV). 

While the dynamics of (r)evolutionary struggle 
may decide our bedfellows for us. we can still 
decide who to actively support. Here I am talking 
about actions, money, resource sharing and 



solidarity. Giving support to organisations here 
which stand in opposition to libertarian tendencies 
at home, (not to mention the interests of the 
people and planet!), is worse than nothing.. 

Marxist authoritarian ideologies which are dying 
off throughout the core retain real power outside it. 
Radical immigrant communities reflect their 
political culture of origin, yet within many of these 
communities there will be libertarian and anti- 
industrial groups and individuals. It is our 
responsibility to seek them out and however we 
can help them aid their people and land. 



Luddite Attacks on Evolving Elite Technology 



Just as we should oppose the 
militarised arms of capital based here 
so to we must slow the evolution of 
new elite technologies (weaponry for 
the class war) being developed here. 
One of the major aims of genetic 
engineering is to purposefully destroy 
the social fabric that keeps the land 
community together and fully 
incorporate the peasantry into the 
global cash economy. The threat is 
neutralised and becomes fuel for the 
machine's further expansion. 

GM sabotage throughout the world is growing. 
Here in Britain we can say that we have hindered 
the evolution of this technology considerably. 

As the Luddites of today, we know that, given 
the continuation of this society, halting— forever — 
the development of new technological weaponry 
might not be possible. Even if we don't succeed in 
stopping genetic engineering we have already 
slowed down the introduction of this technology. 
What this means in real terms is that we've 



succeeded in delaying the further degradation of 
the lives of millions of people. We have delayed for 
months, maybe years the ecological destruction, 
hunger, despair and domestic abuse that social 
dislocation brings. If that is all we succeed in then 
we have achieved much. 13 

By slowing technologies of enclosure we are 
defending the ability of Majority World peasant 
communities to rebel. More will suffer as a result 
of these enclosures than ever do in overt global 
policing operations/ imperialist wars. Effective 
action against GM and other elite technologies are 
direct attacks on empire's power of expansion. 
Lets keep at it. 




Smashing Up the Spectacle, Spectacularly! 



The recent global resistance period has 
been hugely successful in building 
solidarity across borders and in 
supporting rebellions beyond the core. 
Radicals in every part of world have 
fought together on the PGA called 
international days of action. This 
physical unity is immensely powerful. 
Beyond direct communication the 
conflict on the streets has itself an 



important message, one that cannot be 
diluted by the forces of mediation. 

"This is one important thing to remember about 
Genoa — because it was the G8 summit, all the 
world's media were there, and the news and the 
images of the rioting will have been carried back to 
almost every country in the world. The value of 
this, especially in much of the Third World is 
inestimable. Many people in other countries in the 
world imagine that everyone in the West lives a life 
of indolent luxury. Remember that Baywatch is the 
most popular TV programme in the world. This is 




Children learn to grow (heir own on 
allotments — the people s land. 

who have known little else for at least two 
centuries? In this context, the desire to conserve, 
to protect, to safeguard, to rescue, to resist, 
becomes the heart of a radical project." 9 

Counter (R) evolution 

The elite pre-empt counter-cultural 
transcendence with civil war. 
To attempt to seriously change the 
world is to put realism in the attic, a 
worthy piece of Spring cleaning. Yet to 
embark on a project of change without 
taking heed of the likely reaction is not 
merely idiotic but terribly irresponsible. 

"A truly revolutionary culture that is effective 
(demonstrating realistic, sincere designs aimed at 
the overthrow of established power) will be 
attacked by the built in automatic survival instincts 
of the established power complex creating a need 
to counter-poise the violence of power. Without the 
ability to organise a counterforce to neutralise the 
violence of established power, antithesis dies. We 
are not contending with fools." — George Jackson 10 

The rich will try to pre-empt and destroy by 
military means any movements of the multitude 
which have the potential to transcend and destroy 
power. In Spain. Hungry. Latin America. 
Indochina— social threats and state massacres. 

Relatively peaceful social struggle and 
construction is only possible up to a point — the 
point at which it begins to seriously undermine 
elite power. 

It is of course most likely that we will never get 
anywhere and therefore tail to bring the roof down 
on ourselves. However if we believe radical social 
change is at all possible than we must think and 
prepare for the reaction. 

The leaflets for June 18th 1999 proclaimed 
that: "To work for delight and authentic festivity is 



In the capitalist core, development is simply 
renamed progress and the ground is always moving 
from under our feet. Our thumb in the dam' 
defence of ecologies over the last decade has 
garnered vast levels of support. A similar but far 
more subtle process must be carried out to defend 
threatened positive social relationships. 

We must first root ourselves in surviving 
communal and ecological practises, preserve 
them, extend them and link them with the 
emerging counter-culture. 

In this way the base for (r)evolution is not 
merely new' relationships fostered by radicals' 
but age old radical (in the original meaning) 
relationships. One example is allotments and the 
connection to the land and sense of autonomy they 
breed — under constant threat from development. 

The oppressed multitude needs to wrest control 
of change from the elite, becoming no longer 
change's subjects but its agents. 



barely distinguishable from preparing for general 
insurrection". I'm a bit of a sucker for Situationist 
semantics but I have to say that pretty banners 
and samba bands do not armed militias make! 
Don't get me wrong. I like a good street party as 
much as the next twenty something: but let's call a 
spade a spade. 

Situ slogans like this have been made common 
radical currency by the events of France 1968: 
rioting students in the Sorbonne. factory 
occupations, red and black flags in the sunshine. 

France '68 is often used as justification for the 
idea that spontaneous revolution can succeed 
without the need for significant (r)evolutionary 




One million march through Paris in support of 
De Gaulle s declaration of war on the 
movement and spirit of 68. Thousands chant 
for the well known anarchist Cohn Bendit to be 
sent to Dachau. He is a German Jew. 
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Troops storm Free Derry in Northern Ireland. The Bogside had been 
barricaded by the community to protect itself from unionist attacks and 
to create a functioning autonomous zone. 



preparation. In fact the failure of France '68 proves 
the opposite. 

From the boredom and misery of everyday life a 
momentous social upsurge swept across France 
without warning. President De Gaulle was freaked 
out and doubting the loyalty of the French army left 
French soil for the relative safety of troops 
stationed in Germany. Great! But just as the 
upsurge had appeared, suddenly so too it 
dissipated. Why? 

There are a number of reasons— the Stalinist 
stranglehold on the unions chief among them. One 
simple factor, often ignored, was De Gaulle's 
appearance on national television to basically 
proclaim if you want civil war I'll give it to you'. 11 
He insinuated he had the loyalty of a large part of 
the army while revolutionaries' could claim the 
loyalty of none. While this was not 
entirely true (action committees had 
been formed within camps of 
conscripted soldiers to organise 
break outs), it was mostly true. 
Trusted regiments were deployed 
around Paris and widely 
photographed. 

A near million strong mass march 
of the forces of reaction took to the 
streets. Faced by this threat and 
sizing up the fight a large section of 
the working class, already 
disorganised by the Stalinists, 
understood its own weakness and 
abandoned the moment. Skirmishes 
at factories continued but De 
Gaulle's broadcast really was the 
turning point. Imagination is Power 



but the power of imagination 
is not enough when 
confronted with the armed 
might of the state. What is 
needed is class strength— 
an armed people. 
The failure of France in '68 
was that coming so suddenly, 
the rebellion never really went 
beyond negative opposition to 
move to positive social growth 
and defence. 

When offered civil war— the 
blood and the horror — many 
workers couldn't envision a 
future worth it. They also 
knew that they didn't have 
the class strength to get 
through a civil war. The lack 
of a decade by decade 
counter-culture left those 
who occupied the factories 
nothing tangible to defend 
and expand and not enough weapons to do it with. 

By resigning itself to the resumption of party 
politics instead of engaging in a bloody slug fest it 
would lose, the French working class was entirely 
logical. The failure of many radicals to size up 
fights— and as a result see the centrality of an 
armed class in (r)evolution— says more about their 
class background than anything else. Stuart 
Christie, long term British anarchist, founder of 
Black Flag magazine and attempted assassin of 
Franco, puts it well: 

"One of the fundamental rules of guerrilla 
warfare is to spread the struggle to every piece of 
territory and to every facet of life. Unless the 
seeds of anarchist freedom have already been 
sown there, we are doomed to perish however 
good our military preparation might be." 12 





Any area declared free from state control will feel the might of 
government attack. As the graffiti illustrates, (revolution— the 
politics of the people— needs armed struggle to survive. 
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village that enable them to envision a different 
reality that they could create. They have vast 
potential collective power in the sheer numbers of 
young fellow shanty town/ghetto dwellers who 
share their class position. This Is a potent 
revolutionary mix. 

Many Ma)ority World writers talk about this 
•village In the city'. Within the slums and shanties, 
old village system of kinship and communal 
decision making often continue to aid survival in a 
hostile capitalist environment, it Is from these 
collectivities that mass organised squatter 
movements arise such as the Movement of the 
Landless (MST) in Brazil which challenge the urban 
autocracy and the rural latifundl. 

It is this tension that propelled the 
insurrectionary hordes in 1997 to bring down 
Suharto and systematically burn out the mansions 
of the Indonesian elite. It should come as no 
surprise to hear the voice of Lucy Parsons echoing 
from Haymarket through a hundred years — "We 
shall devastate the avenues where the wealthy 
live!" The class that gave birth to Parsons today 
spawns innumerable children throughout the 
developing world'. 

I am NOT contending that rebellion and 
resistance do not and will not break out in the core 
capitalist countries. As long as society is based on 
class warfare "normality' will be punctuated by 
episodes of rebellion and day to day opposition. 
Widespread insurrection and anarchist revolution 
are however another thing entirely. It is In the 
majority of the planet that the most seismic 
struggles are happening. For most of last century 
the resistance and transcendence of the 
oppressed Third World' global majority has faced 
two huge foes. The unity-ln-opposition of two forms 
of capitalism: the Marxist national liberation' of 
native elites and the colonialism of Western elites 
has hamstrung the oppressed. 

With the death of the USSR and the final 
withering away' of state socialism around the 



world, a growing unity is developing between 
movements of those who live on the land and 
those who live in the shanties. Increasingly 
libertarian and ecological new generations are 
taking the fore. It is this unity which more than 
anything else could reap the whirlwind, shaking 
capitalism to its foundations and maybe even 
replacing it with a more authentic world.* 

The Panthers — Militants of a 
Transitional Class 

An Interesting aside. Hugely influential to the 
radical wave that swept the west in the '60s and 
'70s was the Black Liberation struggle In America. 
Two examples stand above others. Germalne Greer 
says second wave feminism took its rallying 
standard— Women's Liberation— in reflection of the 
concurrent Black Liberation struggles, (see her 
book The Whole Woman). The rebirth of 
Republicanism in Northern Ireland arose largely out 
of the Civil Rights Movement, which took its name 
and in large part inspiration from American Blacks. 

The Black Panther Party— itself deeply inspired 
by struggles In the Majority World— is often seen 
as being entirely urban in origin. In contradiction. 
David Hilliard. ex-chairman of the Panthers, cites 
the land-based culture of the Deep South which 
many Panthers or their parents were brought up in 
as highly influential: 

"When I think about the influences that inspired 
the spirit and work of the Black Panther Party- 
many of which are still not understood— this 
culture figures large among them. Many of the 
most Important members of the party— people like 
John and Bobby Seale and Geronimo Pratt. Bobby 
Rush and Fred Hampton — were imbued with the 
moral and spiritual values of their parents; and the 
work that went into the party, our dignity as an 
independent people, the communal ideal and 
practise that informed our programs, all stem in 
part from the civilisation of which my mother and 
father were so representative a part."" 
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answer for. In a sickening twist the What's a few 
massacres between comrades' tendency are often 
the first to condemn even the most minimal 
revolutionary violence in the West — "It's alright tor 
niggers and chinks in far away countries to go 
killing each other In the cause of revolution but 
don't throw rocks at white english policemen — 
they re human too!" 

On the other hand the Marxist dogma of the 
fully developed industrial working class as the 
'revolutionary subject" has led many to ignore the 
vast scale of struggle going on in the majority of 
the world. This is highly ironic considering that the 
European proletarian glory days', starting with the 
French insurrection of 1848 and ending with the 
crushing of the Spanish Revolution, were pushed 
forward by a class that today can be found 
throughout the Majority World but only on the 
social margins in the West. For the second time in 
this pamphlet I'll quote at length from Bookchin's 
seminal work, The Spanish Anarchists: 

"The June barricades of 1848 had in fact been 
manned not by an industrial proletariat 
Disciplined, united, and organised by the process 
of capitalist production. '(Marx] but by craftsman, 
home-workers, nondescript labourers of every sort, 
porters, unemployed urban and rural poor, even 
tavern keepers, waiters, and prostitutes — in short, 
the flotsam and jetsam of French society. . . These 
very same elements, nearly a quarter of a century 
later, were to man the barricades of the Pans 
Commune. It was precisely the industrialisation of 
France after the Commune — and with this process, 
the emergence of a full-grown' hereditary 
proletariat disciplined, united, organised by the 
process of capitalist production'— that finally was 
to silence the 'crowing' of the French 'Red Cock' 
that had summoned Europe to revolution during the 
nineteenth century, indeed, much the same could 
be said of the Russian proletariat of 1917. so 
recently recruited from the countryside that it was 
anything but a 'full-grown' working class." 

"The great proletarian insurrections that 
seemed to lend such compelling support to the 
concept of proletarian socialism were fuelled 
primarily by social strata that lived within neither 
industrial nor village society but in the tense, 
almost electrifying force field of both. Proletarian 
socialism became a revolutionary force for nearly a 
century not because a well organised, 
consolidated, hereditary proletariat had emerged 
with the factory system but because of the very 
process of prolelenanisation. Dispossessed rural 
people and craftsmen were being removed from 
disintegrating preindustnal way of life and plunged 
into standardised, dehumanising, and mechanical 
urban and industrial surroundings. Neither the 
village and small shop as such nor the factory as 
such predisposed them to the boldest kind of 
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social action; rather, they were moved by the 
disintegration of the former and the shock of the 
latter. Demoralised to the point of recklessness, 
declasse in spirit and often in fact, they became 
the adherents of the Pans Commune, the 
Petrograd Soviets, and the Barcelona CNT." 

"The very "half grown' quality of the early 
proletariat, formerly peasants and craftsmen or 
perhaps a generation removed from such status, 
produced a volatility, intractability, and boldness 
that the industrial system and factory hierarchy 
were to attenuate in their descendants — the 
hereditary proletariat of the 1940s and 1950s, a 
class that knew no other world but the industrial 
one. For this class, no tension was to exist 
between town and country, the anomie of the city 
and the sense of shared responsibility of the small 
community, the standardised rhythms of the 
factory and the physiological rhythms of the land. 
The premises of the proletariat in this later era 
were formed around the validity of the factory as 
an arena of productive activity, the industrial 
hierarchy as a system of technical authority, and 
the union bureaucracy as a structure of class 
command. The era of proletarian socialism came to 
an end in a step*y-step process during which the 
'half grown." presumably primitive' proletariat 
became 'full grown', 'mature' — in short, fully 
proletananised." 15 

Crammed into the growing Majority World 
metropolises, hundreds of millions today find 
themselves a part of this class in transition, 
caught in the electrifying force field between village 
and city. They face inhuman and desperate 
conditions as wage slaves within the city. They 
have memory of the communal experiences of the 
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Surplus Baggage 



Despite our professed militancy and 
radicalism we still carry a lot of 
baggage from the political terrain many 
of us first got involved in — single issue 
campaigns. As has been pointed out 
elsewhere, our move into 'revolutionary 
politics' has often been carried out by 
pressure group methods. 

Our responsibility to any (r)evolutionary process 
is not to make revolution, but to evolve counter- 
cultures that can make revolutionaries. 

Ideally counter-cultures can have enough time to 
evolve, through struggle, to a point at which social 
transcendence, total (revolution, is possible. By 
such a time it would be able to field considerable 
armed class strength and possibly defeat elite 
attempts to drown it in bloody counter (r)evolution. 

Of course history rarely leaves anyone alone 
with their plans and this is just such a case. Here 
lies the rub, in the words of a Canadian army 
military historian: 

"Revolutions are not. in fact made by 
revolutionaries. The professional agitators, the 
terrible exiles of history have seldom succeeded in 
raising even the smallest revolutionary mob. The 
best they can hope for is to seize control of the 
course of the revolution once it has started. The 
thing itself is caused by the persistent stupidities 
and brutalities of government." 13 

That 'revolutionaries' don't make revolution is 
no bad thing considering those who executed most 



of the last century's revolutionary hopes were the 
very people who described themselves as 
revolutionaries — socialists like Lenin and Hitler. As 
libertarians a large part of our job' is to stop 
these murderous parasites from seizing control of 
the course of tidal waves of change. How far we 
are away from crises of this scale is unknowable 
but discussed in Task III — Preparing for Crises. 
By strolling on to the terrain of revolution (at 
least theoretically) we are confronted by a plethora 
of leftist ideologies. Thankfully as libertarians we 
are inoculated against infection from some of most 
virulent — and stupid — authoritarian dogmas. For 
instance we have rightly rejected out of hand much 
of the (ridiculous) party building and fetishism of 
organisation which characterise the revolutionary 
(HA!) left' in particular and capitalism in general. 

There is an opposing left tendency that 
disagrees with almost any activity aimed at 
preparing for the tumultuous events that punctuate 
history. In times of social crisis faith is put in the 
revolutionary impulse of the proletariat'. One can 
sum up the theory of this tendency as It'll be 
alright on the night'. There is unfortunately little 
evidence from history that the working class — 
never mind anyone else — is intnnsicly predisposed 
to libertarian or ecological revolution. Thousands of 
years of authontanan socialisation favour the 
jackboot and this is the very reason why libertarian 
counter-cultures are so important. 



Some Proposals 




The practical work involved in this task 
is far more than all the others. 

It means growing real friendships which can 
weather the storms of struggles and relationships. 

It means creating our lives so parenting and 
activism neither conflict with each other or are 
seen as separate things. 



It means growing food on our allotments and 
rebuilding the land community. 

It means consolidating locally. 

It means if forced into jobs continuing the 
struggle in the workplace. 

It means solidarity between groups. 

It means being vigilant against cultural 
assimilation, patriarchy and depression. 

It means safe houses. 

It means acting together informally in our shared 
interest. Your mates landlord won't return her 
deposit — a short office visit by her mates should 
sort that out. 

It means demolishing authoritarian socialists in 
general and Nazis and Stalinists in particular. 

It means not allowing us to drift apart. 14 

It means training. 

It means laughing together as we fight together. 
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/n 2002 me 1 in 12 club in Bradford celebrated 20 ' 
years as a libertarian social centre. Formed out of a 
claimants' union in 1981. it hosts a bar, cafe and 
mfoshop. Offshoots range from Mayday festivities 
to a Peasants' Collective. Today, with hundreds of 
members, it's part of a growing network of legal 
and illegal centres across Britain. 



Really the list is too long to go through. I will not 
even attempt to catalogue what ingredients good 
counter-cultures needs— social evolution and the 
individual situation will do that. 

The two primary divisions in this society that 
need to be overcome are our disconnection from 
each other and our disconnection from the land. 
Practically there are some very obvious things we 
can do now as an evolving counter-culture. 

Reconnecting with each Other 

1) Build a British Social Centre Network 

Social centres — which place politics where they 
should be, in friendship — are the key to viable 
counter-cultures. Probably because of the post 
70s travelling culture Britain is unusual in not 
developing a social centre network. Across Europe 
social centres are at the very heart of anarchist 
counter-cultures. (This is also true incidentally of 
Irish Republicanism and Basque separatism). This 
process has begun and from this one act of 
organisation a thousand acts of resistance will 
follow. ISince this was first published a London 
Social Centres Network has formed and plans are 
afoot for one nationwide.! 

2) Prepare for Strike Support 

Our circles, despite inhabiting a economically 
peripheral social position (casual labour, dole, 
single parenthood) have a far better record in the 
last 10 years in supporting strikes than the left. To 
quote a shop steward from the Liverpool Dockers: 
"others talk, these people do!" A small amount of 
thought can make our ability to use direct action to 
intervene in workplace struggles much easier. 
Solidarity among the poor— the very basis of 
counter-cultures and anarchy. 

3) Resist Together. Train Together 
While a (revolutionary culture can include 

everything from cabbage growing to hip-hop, 
without active resistance a culture will not hold. We 
need to be up against it to make sure both that 
the petty things don't split us and the big things 
bring us together. Living in a mundane world you 
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can know someone 
for years and not truly 
know them as you do 
after a day of 
struggle. 

Acts of purposeful 
resistance build our 
collective strength but 
we shouldn't just rely 
on events but train to 
grow our power. Run 
Faster — go running 
with a mate. Trash 
Better— learn 
sabotage skills before 
you need them. Find 
Direction — go orienteering at night. Get Fitter — give 
up smoking collectively. Hit Harder— spar with 
friends. Strength is infectious. 



Reconnecting with the Land 
1) Grow the Land Community 

Allotments are available to us all thanks to 
Nineteenth Century arson, but hundreds of sites 
every year are being destroyed by developers. 
More direct action is needed to stop this 
haemorrhaging of an inheritance born of struggle. 
More work allotments in Britain than work in 
farming and it is only from this land community 
that any hope for ecological autonomy can grow. 
The experience of growing your own food is 
(revolutionary. 

Allotments also offer a jump point for those 
committed to leaving the cities and towns. On 
these small patches we can learn many of the 
skills in miniature needed if we are to grow out of 
our dependency on the industrial. From farm 
communities in Cornwall to land projects in the 
Scottish Highlands many of our circles have gone 
back to the land' in the last decade. Many more 
will follow. The call of the soil cannot be drowned 
by the cacophony of traffic. 15 

"In the final analysis, all 
revolutions are fought over the 
question of land. " — Malcolm X« 

2)Rewiid Ourselves 

Get out beyond the streetlights and join the 
stars. Hear the darkness and see the sounds of 
the night. Learn skills, light fires. Discover wild 
foods. Sit quietly in a wood and wait. Guide kids to 
the true joy of mud and spiders. Wear down the 
soles of your walking boots, harden the soles of 
your feet. Get naked in the sun and snow. Pack a 
heavy rucksack with everything you'll need for a 
weekend camping, then leave it on the bed and 
walk out the door. Nurture saplings, plant the 



Peasants and the Transitional Class 



Unsurprisingly, the majority of the 
resistance to the global empire arises 
where the majority of its subjects and 
slaves live — the hilariously named 'Third 
World'. To accept this is not to reject 
the reality of class struggle In the core 
capitalist countries but merely to 
accept the logic of maths and 
geography. The Third World is, after all, 
most of the world. 

In the Majority World the global elite are faced 
with class enemies they have long since 
vanquished within the industrialised West— the 
peasantry and the transitional class. These two 
classes are the main human block to the elite's 
expansion and consolidation over the majority of 
the planet. 

Nearly half of the world's population do not live 
in cities. Of these, hundreds of millions are hardly 
under the actual domination of capital at all. As 
peasants they retain relatively high levels of 
autonomy and have yet to be fully (or often even 
partially) enclosed by capital. For the actual 
domination of capital to expand that autonomy 
must be destroyed. They themselves and the land 
they live on must be commodified: their land turned 




into 'resources' and they themselves into wage 
slaves. 

In localities all over the Majority World the 
continuing class struggle between loggers, 
agribusiness, oil corporations, local land 
autocracies and the state on one side, and 
peasants and tribal people on the other is. in fact, 
the border war between the global economy and 
the land community. It is a border war that, despite 
heavy resistance from groups as diverse as 
farmers in India, river delta communities In Nigeria, 
the Zapatistas in Mexico and tribes In Papua, is 
largely being won by the wealthy. Of course people 
do not immediately submit to power and accept 
their position as wage slaves. Throughout the 
developing' world (a telling phrase) the new 
inhabitants of the cities fight back. 

One would expect Western radicals to orientate 
themselves towards Third world' struggles 
according to their present class position, and the 
fact that our shared past Is their shared present. 
Unfortunately many communists, liberals, greens 
and anarchists vision is still hazy, blurred by the 
misleading mythologies of Marxism. There 
sometimes seems to be an unbridgeable split 
between those who think that social change can 
only arise out of the core capitalist countries and 
those who believe It will be fought out in the Third 
World'. This really is a false 
dichotomy and both sides take 
their ridiculous scripts from the 
Left. 

On one hand 'Third Worldists' 
have supported all sorts of 
authoritarian murderous gangs 
and governments on stupid 
basis like the nationalism of 
the oppressed is different than 
the nationalism of the 
oppressor'. (It should be 
almost banal now to point to 
Israel's treatment of the 
Palestinians or Ethiopia's 
offensives against Eritrea as 
just two examples of the 
nationalism of the oppressed 
becoming the nationalism of 
the oppressor.) Anyone saying 
anything like this cannot in any 
way be an anarchist and at this 
historical juncture should just 
be the cause of mirth. Lenin's 
bizarrely inverted version of 
anti-imperialism has a lot to 
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have continued. In fact the PKK remains one of the 
largest left-wing organisations in Germany. 

Another good example is the Palestinians. The 
1970s saw Palestinian organisations (chiefly the 
PFLP) carrying out attacks on targets in the core 
related to their struggle. While the level of attacks 
in the West by Palestinians has decreased, there 
are still reasonably regular outbreaks. As I write 
two Palestinians are serving time for bombings in 
London in 1994. 1? 

On the face of it there is a good argument for 
working with these communities, but the case of 
the Kurds throws up important questions which are 
widely applicable. The PKK and its various 
offshoots and rivals are largely Stalinist parties 
whose political aim is in total contradiction to 
liberty and ecology. This reality can result in 
serious problems— here as well as in Kurdistan. 

A few years ago members of the London 5th of 
May Group (Turkish/Kurdish anarchist exiles) were 
threatened by a Kurdish Stalinist sect. Back in 
Turkey the same sect has murdered two 
anarchists, one on the streets and one in prison. 
Ironically the British wing of the same sect was 



11.9.2001 

I will say little about 'Sll'. I found out about 
the attacks on the Pentagon and the WTC from an 
excited kid leaving school, having spent most of 
the glorious sunny day in a different world picking 
beans on an allotment. As is obvious from bin 
Ladens' CIA history this was, to use Malcolm X's 
statement on the Kennedy assassination, 
America's chickens coming home to roost. 

The world is class divided and filled to the bnm 
with religious idiocy. As long as that remains the 
case, war and all its horrors will be visited on 
people everywhere. Sll was pretty horrific but 
the 4,000 + deaths are small fry compared to 
those put in the gas chambers by industry, 
pollution, enclosure etc. The hysterical reaction of 
many to the events — while understandable — 
seems rather sickening considering the lack of 
any similar response to the many thousands more 
deaths every day caused by profit and the 
dominant hierarchy. 

Sll has many ramifications but I will mention 
only a few. Firstly, radical US prisoners are getting 
a harder time of it. They need our support. 
Secondly, I stated above that militants from the 
Majority World will increase attacks in the core — 
thanks to the changing nature of global society. 
Rome was sacked by armies that invaded on 
roads Rome itself had built. When I wrote this 
section I wasn't envisioning anything as dramatic 
as Sll. The fact that it was earned out by 
religious nuts isn't really surprising considering 



appealing for solidarity for the PKK prisoners in 
their struggle against control units. 

Around the same time the flags of Turkish 
Stalinist parties were held aloft in Parliament 
Square on 'our' Mayday 2000. If they had been 
held up by white English people I am sure our 
circles would have forced them down. The 
emblems of authoriatanan socialism are the 
tombstones of libertarians past, present and 
future. How would we feel if Turkish anarchists 
marched alongside the banners of a gang that had 
executed one of us? 

'Anti-imperialist unity' despite its seeming 
attractions can be worse than vacuous. It can 
mean unifying with priesthoods of new 
imperialisms. A true opposition to Empire requires 
us to choose those communities and organisations 
we organise with carefully. 

This does not mean we should not practically 
engage in struggle alongside groups we are bitterly 
opposed to. During the march for the Liverpool 
Dockers it would have been ridiculous for us not to 
be part of the demo because it contained a 
contingent of Kurdish Stalinists — who were there in 



what I say later in 'There is No Rosy Picture'. Sll 
was the first attack by Majority World militants of 
its scale, and it is only the first. All over the world 
In shanty-towns and slums teenagers with no 
future will be thinking about what can be done 
with a few box-cutters — not even knives for fuck 
sakel One of the Los Almos Lab team which 
exploded the first nuclear bomb, said that there 
was nothing hidden which had stopped others 
from doing what they did. The secret was that it 
could be done. Sll showed what can be done. 
The ring side slug fest of leviathans slaves has 
only begun. 

During the Second World War the RAF's 
firestorm massacre of thousands of civilian 
Germans at Dresden was justified by saying that 
those who worked in the factories of the Nazi war 
machine, were military targets as much as those 
who fought on the field. During the post war anti- 
imperialist wave Algerian guerrillas rejected this 
logic when they rejected a plan to crash a 
hijacked plane into Paris. The horrors of the unity- 
in-opposition of 50 years of communism and 
capitalism has resulted now in Arab anti- 
imperialists', lost in the Koran, accepting the logic 
of Bomber Harris. 

For a thought provoking read check out Some 
People Push Back: On the Justice of Roosting 
Chickens by American Indian Movement activist 
Ward Churchill. 

No War Between Nations. 

No Peace Between Classes. 



spring. Improvise shelters, get nifty with a knife. 
Don't go to work — fuck in forests. 

3)Contlnue Ecological Land Struggles 
In Britain our struggles over ecology and 
wildness are powerful theatres for the growth of 
ecological sensibility. In living on. for and in 
defence of the land, one forges an immensely 
strong connection. Fluorescent bibbed cops 
grappling with tree defenders brings out into the 
open the age old conflict. On one side the 
property/state axis, on the other wildness, 
diversity, freedom. By creating these situations of 
struggle, mythic discourse is shattered with a 
power no essay or clever turn of phrase will ever 
have. Unleashing these revelatory ( revolutionary 
moments is at the heart of our action. With every 
broken illusion we take a step back from the 
abyss. 17 



Task Conclusion: Grow and Live 
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For new worlds of land, liberty and love 
there will be both kisses and gunfire. 

Taking responsibility for our own lives and those 
around us is daunting. It's not just the cops, the 
bosses, the scabs and the poverty that keeps 
people working for the man. It's the terror of the 
blank page. We are schooled to be dependent on 
fictions and commands, not to believe in 
ourselves. Growing and defending new worlds is a 
daunting task, yet the alternative is far worse. An 
acceptence of a tide of void that consumes 
species and peoples while it daily drams us of 
dignity. 

The aim of our counter-cultures should be total 
social transcendence — (r)evolution. That 
(r)evolution is extremely unlikely (there is no point 
pretending otherwise) does not fundamentally 
question the need for counter-cultural growth. 
Counter-cultures are not only new worlds for the 
future but barracks and sanctuaries for today.* 

Notes 

1) Simply wishing this doesn t mak« n a reality. It may be truer to 
say that we aspire to become ecological revolutionaries. 

2) Civilisation needs us all to become increasingly isolated 
individuals that can only exist as part of a mass. Authoritarian 

revolutionaries' and reformists alike often talk of the need for a 
mass movement' to create change, yet libertanan change only 

happens in everyday life' Check out the pamphlet; AntiMsss— 

Methods of Organising for Collectives 
3| Making Punk A Threat Again by Profane Existence. 

4) The Spanish Anarchists: The Heroic Years 1868-1936 by Murray 
Bookchin (AK Press. 19XX) ISBN 187317604 X, p. 288 

5) Ibid. p. 146 

6) Ibid. p. 288 

7) Peasants and the Transition*! Class' at the end of task IV 
explains this further. 

8) It's Good to Talk'. Observer Magazine. 09/06/02. 

9) The Revolt Against Change by Trevor Blackwell and Jeremy 
Seabrook. ISBN 0993 090 17, p. 3 



10) Blood m My Eye by George Jackson {Penguin Books. 1975i p 
50. Black liberation fighter Jackson was killed by the screws 
inside San Quentin prison only a few days after finishing this 
book 

111 Enrages and the Situationists in the Occupation Movement. 
France. May 68 by Rene Vienet. ISBN 094606105X. p 94 

12) Towards a Citizens' Militia (Cienfuegos Press. 19801 

13) 'The Coup D'Etal' by Lt-Colonel DJ Goodspeed in the interesting, 
but slightly weird, Civilian Resistance as a National Defence 
edited by Adam Roberts (Pelican) 

14) A good point from another DoD edrtor: 'In some ways. I really 
don't like the extrapolation of the personal is political that 
some of these proposals represent. Instead of all social 
relations being subsumed/made subordinate to capital, they are 
subsumed to the task of building the counter culture/revolution 
Have you not considered that people drift apart because they 
realise that they simply don I like each other any more — and 
that it might be unhealthy to stay together for the sake of the 
revolution ■>* 

A danger correctly spotted This is why it important to grow 
substantive cultures made up of interlinked small human sued 
groups. A good example was the Newbury Bypass Campaign 
One of the factors that made it so good was that there were 
over thirty camps — each with a different atmosphere Living in 
many different bands enabled us to tie a strong temporary tribe 
If we had all been part of one ORGANISATION we could never 
have held together at all Affinity groups structures {read 
groups of friends!) grow counter cultural unity by separating 
people as much as twinging tnem together Here lies another 
mafor difference with authoritarians In large organisations 
personal clashes are channelled into competitive scrambles lor 
dominance over the mass membership 

15) In the cities isolation from the land can dnve you mad, in the 
countryside isolation from other people can have the same 
affect For this reason it is important that those moving onto the 
land do so collectively and/or stay in regular contact with those 
elsewhere The takeover of land— legal or illegal— should be 
seen as an extension of the counterculture not a flight from it 
For more on allotment history, forest gardening and land 
struggle see Farmageddon Confronting Industrial Agriculture 
Do or Die No 7. p 40 

16) Quoted by Stokely Carmichael lex-pte/ of SNCCl in Black Poets 
and Prophets A Bold. Uncompromising Clea' Blueprint tor Black 
Liberation edited by Wood* King and Earl Anthony. {New 
American library. 1972). 

17) "Or maybe a step closer to despair and the loony bin' — says 
another DoD editor 
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II 

Putting Our Thumb in 
the Dam 



Just as counter-cultures must open up space for 

(r)evolution to grow we must also open up time. 

The life support systems of the earth are under 

unprecedented attack. Biological meltdown Is 

accelerating. (R)evolution takes decades to 

mature. Unless force is used on the margins of the 

global society to protect the most important 

biological areas we may simply not have enough 

time. The last tribal examples of anarchy, from 

whom we can learn a lot, could be wiped out 

within decades if not mllitantly defended. 'Thumb 

in the Dam' struggles aim to protect ecological 

diversity understanding that this civilisation WILL 

be terminated, by either the unlikely possibility of 

global (r)evolution or the certainty of industrial 

collapse. 



















"What would the world be, once bereft, 
Of wet and of wilderness? Let them be left, 

let them be left, wlldness and wet; 

Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet" 

— Gerard Manley Hopkins, Inversnald. 



• 



"Our job is to save the evolutionary building blocks and to make sure 
there are grizzly bears and great blue whales and rainforests and 
redwoods somewhere, so that In the final thrashing of the industrial 
monster everything else that's good on this planet Isn't destroyed." 
— Dave Foreman, Earth Flrstl co-founder. 



Any really effective action might bring down a 
level of repression that our circles could not 
survive. Yet if serious action is not taken solely so 
as to avoid personal hardship (rather than for anv 
real strategic reason) we are guilty of posing as 
progressives' while accommodating ourselves to 
power. It is worth here repeating the well known 
quote by Black Panther Assata Shakur. Back in 
1984 she said: 

"It is the obligation of every person who claims 
to oppose oppression to resist the oppressor by 
every means at his or her disposal. Not to engage 
in physical resistance, armed resistance to 
oppression, is to serve the interests of the 
oppressor: no more, no less. There are no 
exceptions to the rule, no easy out..." 

In fact the question is not just one concerning 
armed resistance'. 9 If 'non-violent' action is 
actually effective (not merely symbolic) it too 
results in severe repression. At present a number 
of Animal Liberationists are in prison for waves of 
fire bombings which the ALF press office would 
correctly describe as non-violent'. The repression 
that has followed each wave of action has been 
considerable. One could guarantee at least the 
same level of repression if ecological circles ever 



took the road of some solidarity movements in the 
past. 

The guerrilla movements were crushed by state 
repression and internal dynamics. Jail and death 
was the fate of many of our forbears. / for one 
have no desire to join them but it is important that 
we look at their stories and think seriously about 
these issues. Sadly, it has to be said that in many 
ways the urban-guerrillas never fully escaped the 
symbolic political terrain they had evolved in. 
Looking at their targets one sees again and again 
globally unimportant army bases, recruiting offices 
and the like. Despite being very direct, their 
actions, with some notable exceptions, were rarely 
very targeted. Most of the armed action was 
relatively minor in scale and of course armies are 
designed to sustain and survive mass death and 
destruction. Attacks on key armaments factories 
for instance would have had considerably more on- 
the-ground effect in Vietnam. 

There are serious questions here about strategy, 
racism, symbolism, violence, the nature of sacrifice 
and our position in the global slavery pyramid. 
These ideas have to be thought through, all the 
time rejecting both a cult of violence and an 
internalisation of passivity. 



Immigrant Communities Within 'Rome' 



The Terrorism Act which passed into 
law in 2000 was seen by many as part 
of a clampdown on the 'direct action 
scene'. It is likely that some of its 
powers will to be used against us in the 
future, but as targets of the new 
legislation we are peripheral. The main 
targets are undeniably Irish Republicans 
and immigrant communities. The newly 
proscribed organisations are almost all 
British wings of Majority World 
organisations — mostly Communists or 
Islamists. This should come as no 
surprise — states have always worried 
about immigrant communities becoming 
'enemies within'. 10 

Until last century the individuals and institutions 
of Western power were largely out of reach to the 
far off peoples they massacred. With the growth of 
international travel and increased immigration into 
the core capitalist countries this is no longer the 
case. [This section was written before the 
attacks on the Pentagon and the WTC — I deal 
with these In the box opposite.) Some of these 
organisations have been sending fighters to 



Majority World battles and carrying out attacks in 
the core. We may have sent footballers to 
Chiapas 11 but Islamists have been sending 
guerrillas to Yemen. No surprise who got 
proscribed. 

Whether Islamic or Communist we should have 
no illusions about the authoritarian nature of many 
of these groups. It is hardly likely that anarcho- 
athiest types are likely to make common cause 
with religious nuts of any persuasion but there are 
often calls to build "anti-imperialist unity' with 
immigrant community commies. 

The best example of a left-wing immigrant 
community is that of the Kurds. Kurdish groups 
here in Britain retain direct communication with 
their respective organisations both at home and 
throughout Europe. The demonstrations, 
occupations and immolations in London — and 
throughout the Kurdish diaspora — that followed the 
trial of the leader of the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) were highly co-ordinated. The Kurds have 
been very active in supporting struggles in Britain 
such as the Liverpool Dockers — taking part in 
marches and raising money. They have turned up 
en masse at two arms trade blockades and were 
some of the most up-for-it people on Mayday 2000 
in London. In Germany there is a much larger 
Kurdish population and though the PKK has been 
proscribed for years, attacks on Turkish interests 
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the streets of London. What would you do it you 
could be on the Kings Road In London rather than 
a lungle In the Pacific awaiting death? Hold a 
banner? Shout at a few people? Occupy an office? 

If such a situation arose again, and it will, what 
will be the reaction of our circles? While British 
mercenaries on PNG were preparing to decimate 
Bougainville. Greek and Italian troops were 
crushing the Albanian insurrection. It is likely that 
Western European troops will be increasingly used 
to counter revolutions in the Majority World. Direct 
action must be used to hinder the functioning of 
the militarised arms of capital when they reach out 
to destroy libertarian and ecological rebellions. We 
are where they are based. We are where the guns 
are produced. Sited as we are in the heart of the 
beast small amounts of intense action can have a 
disproportionate affect. 

It's worth taking a quick look back at what 
attempts at solidarity were made by previous 
generations of capitalist core radicals. 

In the 1960s and 70s western solidarity with 
the Vietnamese struggle 6 took many forms, most 
of which was pretty useless. As an American Indian 
Movement activist put it: 'holding candlelit vigils 
and walking down the street does not constitute 
"acts of solidarity" with those engaged in armed 
struggle.' 7 However there were rare actions with 
real effects. The German left wing urban-guerrilla 
group, the Red Army Faction, attacked a whole 
array of US army targets. One of its most 
successful actions was a major attack on a key US 
base from which the laying of mines in Vietnam 
was organised. Across the water the Weather 
Underground bombed the Air Force wing of the 
Pentagon. The consequent flooding crashed the 
central computer of the US military's global 
communication system. These two acts had a real 
effect. By bringing the war home' they directly 
joined the struggle in the jungles of Vietnam and 
contributed to the crippling of US military morale. 
That both actions were born out of a politics of 
despair', (arising from the orchestrated apocalypse 
in Vietnam and the self pacifying, racist and 
delusional character of mother country radicals'), 
did not diminish their utility in supporting rebellion 
beyond the core, merely the ability of the 
organisations carrying them out to survive. 

From the perspective of domestic (r)evolution 
most of the '6O'70s European guerrilla 
movements were counterproductive. Irish 
Republicanism and Basque Separatism (Europe's 
longest running armed struggles) were both 
expressions of communities in rebellion. The 
European New Left guerrillas on the other hand, 
(with the exception of Italy), were largely the project 
of middle class student radicals with little social 
'base'. Often seeing themselves as vanguards who 
would lead the working class to victory, they 
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became self destructive cliques that probably even 
regressed the building of (r)evolution in their 
countries. 

This does not however detract from the fact that 
some of things they did were extremely effective 
'fourth column operations' carried out in time of 
war. Given the absence of generalised struggle in 
the capitalist core these radicals were given a 
choice. They effectively decided to defect. While 
other New Left formations immersed themselves in 
(largely futile) domestic (r)evolutionary activity 
(such as supporting unions) the Weather 
Underground concentrated on the global struggle'. 
Their (amazingly arrogant) attitude to the rest of 
their country was summed up well when they 
reacted to an opposing left wing groups slogan 
Serve the People'. Weather replied that they would 
"fight the people if to do so would further the 
international revolution." 8 

The question is not whether vanguard 
adventurism' is a way of rousing domestic 
(r)evolution (it Isn't) but whether the potential gains 
to revolutions elsewhere outweigh the negative 
effect it has on domestic social evolution. 

To a certain extent a pretty stupid question, but 
a real one posed by the contradictions inherent in 
the global struggle'. It all depends how one weighs 
up at this point in time (r)evolutionary possibilities 
in the core — and political activists relationship to 
such possibilities if they exist— and 
(r)evolutionary/anti-enclosure struggles in the 
Majority World. 

If we came to the conclusion that as a 
movement we were going nowhere yet were either 
in a position to: a) significantly aid an allied 
struggle with a better chance of success, or b) 
significantly decrease the level of violence visited 
on friends being drowned in blood; what would we 
do? 




Bomb damage to the officers ' mess of the US 
Army HQ, Frankfurt 1972: 'West Germany will 
no longer be a safe hinterland for the 
strategists of extermination in Vietnam. " — RAF 



Here Come the End Davs 




The aim of this piece is to help prioritise and direct our action and organising. 
However our absolute action priorities are not left to us to determine. They have 
been decided for us by the point in history in which we live. For this reason I have 
made this task section considerably longer than the others. 



Industrial Capitalism has continued civilisation's 
age-old attack on the wild and free— resulting in 
unparalleled biological and cultural meltdown. The 
decimation of wild peoples (cultural meltdown) and 
the devastation of ecological diversity (biological 
meltdown) are now reaching truly apocalyptic 
proportions. 

Biological Meltdown 

"Indeed, all the indications are that we are 
standing at the opening phase of a mass extinction 
event that will be comparable in scale to the five 
great extinction episodes that have taken place in 
the history of life on earth, the most recent being 
the loss of the dinosaurs some 65 million years 
ago. Impending extinction rates are at least four 
orders of magnitude than is found in the fossil 
record. That means in the order of 10,000 times 
greater, a frightening prospect to say the least. If 



allowed to continue the current extinction episode, 
could well eliminate between a third and two thirds 
of all species... (within this) century." 1 

One third to two thirds of all species on earth — 
GONE! Stop a while, attempt to conceptualise the 
magnitude of the moment. 

Nothing in the history of humankind has 
prepared us for this appalling event, but OUR 
generation will probably witness the disappearance 
of a third to one half of the earth's rich and subtle 
forms of life, which have been evolving for billions 
of years. In the early 1990s Michael Soule. 
founder of the Society for Conservation Biology, 
made this chilling assessment of the status of the 
earth's biosphere: 

"For the first time in hundreds of million of years 
significant evolutionary change In most higher 
organisms is coming to a screeching halt... 
Vertebrate evolution may be at an end." 2 Soule is 
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The Hotspots: Earth's Biologically Richest and Most 
Endangered Terrestrial Eco-Regions 
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